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(57) ABSTRACT

According to one embodiment, a fixing device includes a
fixing section including a fixing belt laid over a plurality of
supporting rollers and an endless rotating section that forms a
nip between the rotating section and the fixing belt, the fixing
section being configured to nip and carry a recording medium
in the nip, and a control section configured to control the
fixing section at first fixing speed while a leading end of the
recording medium is passing at least a part of the nip and
control the fixing section at second fixing speed higher than
the first fixing speed after controlling the fixing section at the
first fixing speed.

7 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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FIXING DEVICE AND IMAGE FORMING
APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-187564,
filed Sep. 10, 2013, the entire contents of which are incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

FIELD

Embodiments described herein relate generally to a fixing
device that nips and carries a sheet and pressurizes and heats
atoner image to fix the toner image to the sheet and an image
forming apparatus including the fixing device.

BACKGROUND

There is a fixing device in which a fixing belt laid over a
plurality of rollers including a pressurizing roller is wound
around a heat roller to secure a large nip width between the
heat roller and the fixing belt. However, in the fixing device
including the fixing belt, a shock is caused in a sheet by speed
fluctuation that occurs when the sheet enters a pressurizing
section in which the pressurizing roller is pressed against the
heat roller. If the shock in the sheet caused when the sheet
enters the pressurizing section is propagated to a transfer
section, it is likely that a toner image being transferred is
disturbed and image quality is deteriorated.

Therefore, there is a technique for setting fixing speed low
compared with transfer speed, bending the sheet between the
transfer section and the fixing device, and preventing the
toner image from being disturbed when the sheet enters the
pressurizing section. However, if a bending amount of the
sheet between the transfer section and the fixing device
increases, it is likely that the sheet comes into contact with a
structure present around the sheet and disturbs the toner
image.

The related art is disclosed in JP-A-11-45025.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram showing an
MFP in an embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a schematic configuration diagram showing a
fixing device in the embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram showing a control
system that mainly controls a DC brushless motor of the MFP
in the embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a timing chart showing conveyance of a sheet by
a transfer roller and conveyance of the sheet by the fixing
device;

FIGS. 5A to 5C are schematic explanatory diagrams show-
ing the behavior of the sheet that passes through the transfer
roller and the fixing device in the embodiment, wherein FIG.
5A shows the behavior of the sheet that occurs before a sheet
leading end reaches the fixing device, FIG. 5B shows the
behavior of the sheet while the sheet leading end is passing
through a nip, and FIG. 5C shows the behavior of the sheet
that occurs after the sheet leading end passes through the nip;

FIG. 6 is a graph showing a bending amount of the sheet
between the transfer roller and the fixing device in the
embodiment;
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FIG. 7 is a timing chart showing conveyance of the sheet by
the transfer roller and conveyance of the sheet by the fixing
device in a first modification of the embodiment;

FIG. 8 is a timing chart showing conveyance of the sheet by
the transfer roller and conveyance of the sheet by the fixing
device in a second modification of the embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a timing chart showing conveyance of the sheet by
the transfer roller and conveyance of the sheet by the fixing
device in a third modification of the embodiment; and

FIG. 10 is a timing chart showing conveyance of the sheet
by the transfer roller and conveyance of the sheet by the fixing
device in a fourth modification of the embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

It is an object of an embodiment to provide a fixing device
and an image forming apparatus that prevent disturbance of a
toner image that occurs when a sheet enters a pressurizing
section of a nip and prevent the sheet bent between a transfer
section and the fixing device from coming into contact with a
structure present around the sheet to obtain satisfactory image
quality.

To attain the object, a fixing device in an embodiment
includes: a fixing section including a fixing belt laid over a
plurality of supporting rollers and an endless rotating section
that forms a nip between the rotating section and the fixing
belt, the fixing section being configured to nip and carry a
recording medium in the nip; and a control section configured
to control the fixing section at first fixing speed while a
leading end of the recording medium is passing at least a part
of'the nip and control the fixing section at second fixing speed
higher than the first fixing speed after controlling the fixing
section at the first fixing speed.

An embodiment is explained below with reference to
FIGS. 1 to 10. FIG. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram
showing an MFP (Multi Function Peripheral) 10, which is an
example of an image forming apparatus in the embodiment.
The MFP 10 includes a printer section 11, which is an image
forming section. The MFP 10 includes a scanner section 12,
apaper feeding section 13, an operation panel 19, and a paper
discharge section 22. The scanner section 12 reads a docu-
ment image for forming an image in the printer section 11.
The paper feeding section 13 includes a paper feeding roller
15a and a paper feeding cassette 13a. The paper feeding
cassette 13a is capable of feeding an unused sheet and a reuse
sheet (a sheet on which an image is erased by decoloring
processing) as recording media. For example, the operation
panel 19 receives an input by a user or performs display for
the user.

The printer section 11 includes, around a photoconductive
drum 14 that rotates in an arrow m direction, an electrifying
charger 16, an irradiation position 17a of a laser beam 17 by
a laser exposing device 17, a developing device 18, a transfer
roller 20, a cleaner 214, and a charge removing LED 215. The
photoconductive drum 14 includes an organic photoreceptor
(OPC) onthe surface of a supporting member having a size of,
for example, $30 mm. The photoconductive drum 14 is driven
at process conveyance speed V0. For example, the electrify-
ing charger 16 uniformly charges the photoconductive drum
14 at —750 V. The laser exposing device 17 irradiates, on the
charged photoconductive drum 14, the laser beam 17a based
on image data output from the scanner section 12 or the like
and forms an electrostatic latent image on the photoconduc-
tive drum 14.

The developing device 18 uses a two-component devel-
oper, which is a mixture of toner and a magnetic carrier. The
developing device 18 forms, with a development bias of about
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-550V, a toner image from the electrostatic latent image on
the photoconductive drum 14 according to reversal develop-
ment. The transfer roller 20 transfers the toner image formed
on the photoconductive drum 14 onto a sheet P, which is a
recording medium, at the process conveyance speed VO,
which is transfer speed.

The printer section 11 includes a fixing device 31, which is
a fixing section, between the photoconductive drum 14 and
the paper discharge section 22. The MFP 10 includes a con-
veying section 27 that conveys the sheet P from the paper
feeding section 13 to the paper discharge section 22 through
the photoconductive drum 14 and the fixing device 31.

The conveying section 27 includes a conveying roller 23, a
registration roller pair 24 that conveys the sheet P to between
the photoconductive drum 14 and the transfer roller in syn-
chronization with the toner image on the photoconductive
drum 14, and a paper discharge roller 26 that discharges the
sheet P to the paper discharge section 22 after the toner image
is fixed on the sheet P. The printer section 11 includes a
reversal conveyance section 28 downstream of the fixing
device 31. If duplex printing is performed, the reversal con-
veyance section 28 reversely conveys the sheet P in the direc-
tion of the registration roller pair 24.

The MFP 10 transfers, with these components, the toner
image on the photoconductive drum 14 onto the sheet P fed
from the paper feeding section 13. After the toner image is
fixed on the sheet P by the fixing device 31, the MFP 10
discharges the print-completed sheet P to the paper discharge
section 22. The image forming apparatus is not limited to the
configuration explained above. The image forming apparatus
may include a plurality of printer sections and a plurality of
paper feeding cassettes. For example, the image forming
apparatus may form an image using decolorable toner that
can be decolored by being heated at a predetermined tempera-
ture. The image forming apparatus may include a plurality of
printer sections including a printer section that uses the decol-
orable toner and a printer section that uses non-decolorable
toner.

The fixing device 31 is explained in detail. The fixing
device 31 includes, as shown in FIG. 2, for example, a fixing
belt 51 and a heat roller 52, which is an endless rotating
section. In the fixing device 31, a part of the fixing belt 51
winds around the heat roller 52 to form a nip 53. The fixing
device 31 nips the sheet P in the nip 53 and carries the sheet P
and heats and pressurizes the toner image to fix the toner
image on the sheet P. The fixing device 31 includes an inlet
guide 54 that leads the sheet P in the direction of the nip 53.
The fixing device 31 includes a case 56 that prevents, for
example, if the sheet P is deformed, the sheet P from moving
in the opposite direction of the rotation of the heat roller 52 to
cause a paper jam.

The surface of the fixing belt 51 formed by laminating a
rubber layer on a base material such as polyimide (PI) resin or
nickel (Ni) is coated with fluorocarbon resin. The fixing belt
51 is laid over a plurality of supporting rollers, i.e., a pressur-
izing and supporting roller 57, an auxiliary roller 58, and a
tension roller 60. The tension roller 60 pulls the fixing belt 51
at fixed tension with a tension applying spring 61 and adjusts
the distance between the auxiliary roller 58 and the pressur-
izing and supporting roller 57.

The pressurizing and supporting roller 57 is pressurized in
the direction of the heat roller 52 by a pressurizing spring 62.
The fixing belt 51 includes, on the inner side, a nip pad 63 that
brings the fixing belt 51 into contact with the heat roller 52.
The fixing belt 51 winds around the heat roller 52 and forms
the wide nip 53 from a nip entrance A to anip exit B. Atthe nip
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exit B, the pressurizing and supporting roller 57 is pressed
against the heat roller 52 and the pressure of the nip 53
increases.

The heat roller 52 is formed by, for example, coating the
surface of a hollow cylindrical cylinder made of iron with a
release layer made of PTFE (polytetrafiuoroethylene) or the
like. The heat roller 52 includes halogen lamps 52a and 525
on ahollow inside. The heat roller 52 is heated from the inside
by radiation heat. The halogen lamps 524 and 525 are con-
trolled to be turned on and off to set the heat roller 52 to a
predetermined fixing temperature. The heat roller 52 may
generate heat using an IH heater rather than the lamps.

The fixing device 31 rotates the heat roller 52 in an arrow q
direction with, for example, a DC brushless motor 66 of an
outer rotor type. The fixing belt 51 rotates in an arrow r
direction following the heat roller 52. The fixing device 31
may drive the fixing belt 51 and cause the heat roller 52 to
follow the fixing belt 51. Alternatively, the fixing device 31
may drive each of the fixing belt 51 and the heat roller 52.
Further, a driving source for the fixing belt 51, the heat roller
52, and the like is not limited to the DC brushless motor 66. A
pulse motor or the like may be used.

The MFP 10 controls to drive the DC brushless motor 66
and controls sheet conveyance speed (fixing speed) in heating
and pressurizing the toner image and fixing the toner image
on the sheet P in the nip 53 of the fixing device 31.

A control system 70 that mainly controls the DC brushless
motor 66 of the MFP 10 is explained with reference to a block
diagram of FIG. 3. The control system 70 includes, for
example, a system control section 71 that controls the entire
MEFP 10, an image processing I/F 72, a synchronization con-
trol circuit 73, an image memory section 74, a printer control
section 76, which is a control section, an operation panel 19,
an external communication I/F 77, an image processing sec-
tion 78, a scanner section 12, and the MFP 10 including the
DC brushless motor 66. The printer control section 76
includes a motor control section 76a that controls the speed of
the DC brushless motor 66 or timing for switching the speed.

The system control section 71 is connected to the synchro-
nization control circuit 73, the image memory section 74, the
printer control section 76, the operation panel 19, and the
external communication I/F 77. The image processing I/F 72
is connected to the synchronization control circuit 73, the
image memory section 74, and the image processing section
78. The image processing section 78 is connected to the
scanner section 12. The image memory section 74 is con-
nected to the printer control section 76 besides the system
control section 71 and the image processing I/F 72.

The printer control section 76 is connected to the system
control section 71 and the MFP 10. The printer control section
76 controls the MFP 10, controls the speed of the brushless
motor 66 of the fixing device 31, and controls timing for
switching the speed of the DC brushless motor 66.

Fixing speed of the fixing device 31 driven by the DC
brushless motor 66 controlled by the printer control section
76 is explained. As indicated by a solid line o shown in FIG.
4, while a print image is formed on the sheet P, the registration
roller pair 24, the photoconductive drum 14, and the transfer
roller 20 are driven at the fixed process conveyance speed VO.
On the other hand, sheet conveyance speed of the fixing
device 31 fluctuates as indicated by a solid line f§ according to
the control of the DC brushless motor 66 by the printer control
section 76.

Attime (t1) when the leading end of the sheet P reaches the
registration roller pair 24, the DC brushless motor 66 drives
the heat roller 52 at speed V2, which is second fixing speed,
lower than the process conveyance speed VO (VO>V2). A
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ratio of reduction of V2 to VO is not limited. However, V2 is
reduced by, for example, about 0.1% to 0.9%.

At time (t2) before the leading end of the sheet P reaches
the nip entrance A of the fixing device 31, the DC brushless
motor 66 starts driving for reducing the speed of the heat
roller 52 to speed V1, which is first fixing speed. The speed of
the heat roller 52 gradually decreases and reaches the speed
V1 at time (t3) before time (t4) when the leading end of the
sheet P reaches the nip entrance A of the fixing device 31.

The sheet P enters the nip exit B at time (t5). The DC
brushless motor 66 starts driving for increasing the speed of
the heatroller 52 attime (t6) when the leading end of the sheet
P passes through the nip exit B of the fixing device 31. The
speed of the heat roller 52 gradually increases and returns to
the speed V2 at time (t7).

When the speed of the fixing device 31 during the passage
of the leading end of the sheet P through at least a part of the
nip 53 is represented as V1 and the speed of the fixing device
31 during the presence of the leading end of the sheet P in a
conveyance region other than the nip 53 is represented as V2,
V2 is larger than V1 (V2>V1). A speed difference between
the speed V1 and the speed V2 is not limited. The speed V1 is
lower than the process conveyance speed VO of the MFP 10
(V1<V0). A ratio of reduction of the speed V1 to the process
conveyance speed VO is not limited. However, the speed V1 is
reduced by, for example, about 1.0% to 10.0%.

Before the leading end of the sheet P reaches the fixing
device 31, as shown in FIG. 5 A, the sheet P is conveyed in the
direction of the fixing device 31 at the process conveyance
speed VO by the photoconductive drum 14 and the transfer
roller 20. When the leading end of the sheet P reaches the nip
entrance A, the photoconductive drum 14 and the transfer
roller 20 convey the sheet P at the process conveyance speed
V0. On the other hand, the fixing device 31 conveys the sheet
P at the speed V1. Since V1<V0, as shown in FIG. 5B, the
sheet P causes a bend between a transfer position C and the
nip entrance A.

A bending amount (M) of the sheet P between the transfer
position C and the nip entrance A gradually increases while
the leading end of the sheet P passes through the nip 53. When
the leading end of the sheet P passes through the nip exit B,
the fixing device 31 increases the conveyance speed of the
sheet P to the speed V2.

As shown in FIG. 5C, the bending amount (M) of the sheet
P further increases between the transfer position C and the nip
entrance A. However, since VO>V2>V1, an increase in the
bending amount (M) in FIG. 5C after the passage of the
leading end of the sheet P through the nip exit B is small
compared with an increase in the bending amount (M) in FIG.
5B during the passage of the leading end of the sheet P
through the nip 53.

As shown in FIG. 6, after the leading end of the sheet P
reaches the nip entrance A of the fixing device 31 at time (t4),
the bending amount (M) increases in proportion to time at a
gradient corresponding to a speed difference between the
speed V1 of the fixing device 31 and the process conveyance
speed VO. When the speed of the fixing device 31 is increased
at time (t6) and reaches the speed V2 at time (t7), the speed
difference between the speed V2 and the process conveyance
speed VO decreases. The increase in the bending amount (M)
is reduced between time (t6) and time (t8) when the trailing
end of the sheet P leaves the transfer position C. The bending
amount (M) of the sheet P between the transfer position C and
the nip entrance A is not so large. Therefore, it is possible to
prevent a bent portion of the sheet P from coming into contact
with the case 56 or a structure present around the sheet P such
as a peeling claw 14a around the photoconductive drum 14.
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When printing is started in the MFP 10, the printer control
section 76 controls the printer section 11 and forms a toner
image on the photoconductive drum 14. The printer control
section 76 controls the printer section 11 and transfers, with
the transfer roller 20, a toner image on the photoconductive
drum 14 onto the sheet P at the process conveyance speed VO.
The printer control section 76 controls the printer section 11
and conveys the sheet P, on which the toner image is trans-
ferred, to near the nip entrance A.

The motor control section 76a controls the DC brushless
motor 66 to set the fixing speed to the speed V2 at time (t1)
when the sheet P reaches the registration roller pair 24. The
motor control section 76a controls the DC brushless motor 66
to set the fixing speed to the speed V1 at time (12) when the
sheet P reaches near the nip entrance A. The sheet P enters the
nip entrance A at the process conveyance speed V0. The sheet
P is conveyed at the speed V1 when the toner image is fixed on
the sheet P. The sheet P is conveyed at the process conveyance
speed VO when the toner image is transferred onto the sheet P.
Therefore, as shown in FIG. 5B, the sheet P causes a bend
between the transfer roller 20 and the fixing device 31.

The bending amount (M) between the transfer roller 20 and
the fixing device 31 increases according to a speed difference
between the speed V1 and the process conveyance speed VO
until the leading end of the sheet P reaches the nip exit B.
When the leading end of the sheet P enters the nip exit B,
where a nip pressure is large, at time (t5), conveyance speed
of'the leading end of the sheet P fluctuates. However, a shock
due to the fluctuation in the conveyance speed of the sheet P
is absorbed by the bend between the transfer roller 20 and the
fixing device 31 and is not propagated to the position of the
transfer roller 20.

In the position of the transfer roller 20, the sheet P does not
cause vibration due to the speed fluctuation. A toner image is
not disturbed during the transfer.

The motor control section 76a controls the DC brushless
motor 66 to return the fixing speed to the speed V2 at time (16)
after the passage of the leading end of the sheet P through the
nip exit B. The fixing speed of the sheet P returns to the speed
V2 at time (t7). An increase in the bending amount (M)
between the transfer roller 20 and the fixing device 31 after
the return of the fixing speed to the speed V2 corresponds to
the speed difference between the speed V2 and the process
conveyance speed VO. If the speed V2 decreases by about
0.1% to 0.9% from the process conveyance speed VO, the
speed difference between the speed V2 and the process con-
veyance speed VO is extremely small. The sheet P does not
cause a large bend between the transfer roller 20 and the
fixing device 31 and does not come into contact with the case
56, the peeling claw 14aq, or the like.

Since the DC brushless motor 66 is used for the rotation of
the heat roller 52, even if the motor control section 76a
switches the frequency of a clock signal at time (t2) or time
(t6), the driving of the DC brushless motor 66 is not instan-
taneously changed. However, compared with, for example, a
pulse motor, the DC brushless motor 66 has an advantage that
heat generation or noise is suppressed.

According to the embodiment, before the sheet P passed
through the transfer roller 20 reaches the nip entrance A, the
speed of'the fixing device 31 is reduced to the speed V1 lower
than the process conveyance speed V0. After reaching the nip
entrance A, the sheet P causes a bend between the transfer
roller 20 and the fixing device 31. A shock caused in the sheet
P by speed fluctuation when the sheet P enters the nip exit B,
where the nip pressure is large, is absorbed by the bend and is
not propagated to the position of the transfer roller 20. Irre-
spective of the shock caused at the leading end of the sheet P
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at the nip exit B, the sheet P does not vibrate in the position of
the transfer roller 20. Therefore, a satisfactory transfer image
is obtained.

According to the embodiment, the speed of the fixing
device 31 isincreased to the speed V2 when the leading end of
the sheet P passes through the nip exit B. After the leading end
of'the sheet P passes through the nip exit B, an increase in the
bending amount (M) of the sheet P between the transfer roller
20 and the fixing device 31 is extremely small. The bend
between the transfer roller 20 and the fixing device 31 is not
so large. Therefore, the bend of the sheet P is prevented from
coming into contact with a structure present around the sheet
P to disturb a toner image and a satisfactory image is obtained.
It is possible to reduce a space for avoiding a bend formed
between the transfer roller 20 and the fixing device 31. There-
fore, it is possible to attain a reduction in the size of the MFP
10.

In the embodiment, a control method for the DC brushless
motor 66 by the motor control section 76a may be any
method. For example, if a speed difference in switching the
fixing speed is large, in the DC brushless motor 66, speed
tends to undershoot or overshoot because of the inertia of a
rotor. In order to prevent the undershoot or the overshoot of
the DCbrushless motor 66, the motor control section 76a may
switch the frequency of a control signal a plurality of times
stepwise and switch the fixing speed.

In the embodiment, the level of the second fixing speed of
the fixing device 31 during the presence of the leading end of
the sheet P in a conveyance region other than the nip 53 is not
limited. The second fixing speed only has to be speed in a
range in which a transfer blur due to a shock of the sheet P in
entering the nip exit B is prevented and the bending amount
(M) between the transfer roller 20 and the fixing device 31
does not increase.

First Modification

For example, as in a first modification indicated by a solid
line (B-1) in FIG. 7, the second fixing speed may be set to
speed V(2-1) higher than the process conveyance speed VO. If
V(2-1)>V0, the motor control section 76a controls the DC
brushless motor 66 to set the fixing speed to the speed V(2-1)
at time (t1) when the sheet P reaches the registration roller
pair 24. The motor control section 76a controls the fixing
speed to the speed V1 at time (12) when the sheet P reaches
near the nip entrance A. After entering the nip entrance A, the
sheet P causes a bend between the transfer roller 20 and the
fixing device 31. The bending amount (M) between the trans-
fer roller 20 and the fixing device 31 increases until the
leading end of the sheet P reaches the nip exit B.

When the leading end of the sheet P enters the nip exit B at
time (t4), a shock due to fluctuation in the conveyance speed
of'the sheet P is absorbed by the bend and is not propagated to
the position of the transfer roller 20. After the leading end of
the sheet P passes through the nip exit B, when the fixing
speed is returned to the speed V(2-1) at time (t7), after time
(17), the bending amount (M) between the transfer roller 20
and the fixing device 31 decreases. Therefore, the bend of the
sheet P does not come into contact with the peeling claw 144,
the case 56, or the like. It is possible to prevent disturbance of
the toner image on the sheet P due to contact with a structure
present around the sheet P.

However, after time (17), if a tensile force of the sheet P by
the fixing device 31 increases between the transfer roller 20
and the fixing device 31, the sheet P sometimes flaps when the
trailing end of the sheet P leaves the position of the transfer
roller 20. To prevent the sheet P from flapping to disturb an
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image, it is undesirable to increase a speed difference
between the fixing speed V(2-1) and the process conveyance
speed VO.

According to the first modification, as in the embodiment,
the shock caused in the sheet P when the sheet P enters the nip
exit B is absorbed by the bend and is not propagated to the
position of the transfer roller 20. Therefore, it is possible to
prevent the sheet P from vibrating during transfer and obtain
a satisfactory transfer image. According to the first modifica-
tion, after the leading end ofthe sheet P passes through the nip
exit B, it is possible to reduce the bending amount (M)
between the transfer roller 20 and the fixing device 31 and
further reduce the size of the MFP 10.

Second Modification

For example, as in a second modification indicated by a
solid line ($-2) in FIG. 8, the second fixing speed may be set
to speed V(2-2) equal to the process conveyance' speed VO. If
V(2-2)=V0, the motor control section 76a sets the fixing
speed to the speed V(2-2) at time (t1) when the sheet P reaches
the registration roller pair 24. The motor control section 76a
controls the fixing speed to the speed V1 at time (t2) when the
sheet P reaches near the nip entrance A. After entering the nip
entrance A, the sheet P causes a bend between the transfer
roller 20 and the fixing device 31. The bending amount (M)
increase until the sheet P reaches the nip exit B.

When the leading end of the sheet P enters the nip exit B at
time (15), a shock due to fluctuation in the conveyance speed
of'the sheet P is absorbed by the bend and is not propagated to
the position of the transfer roller 20. After the leading end of
the sheet P passes through the nip exit B, when driving the
fixing speed to the speed V(2-2) at time (t6) is started, after
time (t7), the bending amount (M) between the transfer roller
20 and the fixing device 31 does not increase and is kept fixed.
Therefore, the bent sheet P does not come into contact with
the peeling claw 14a, the case 56, or the like. It is possible to
prevent disturbance of the toner image on the sheet P due to
contact with a structure present around the sheet P.

According to the second modification, as in the embodi-
ment, the shock caused in the sheet P when the sheet P enters
the nip exit B is absorbed by the bend and is not propagated to
the position of the transfer roller 20. Therefore, it is possible
to prevent the sheet P from vibrating during transfer and
obtain a satisfactory transfer image. According to the second
modification, after the leading end of the sheet P passes
through the nip exit B, it is possible to keep the bending
amount (M) between the transfer roller 20 and the fixing
device 31 fixed and further reduce the size of the MFP 10.

In the embodiment, timing for reducing the speed of the
DC brushless motor 66 or timing for returning the speed by
the motor control section 764 is not limited. When the sheet P
enters the nip exit B, it is sufficient that a bend for absorbing
a shock during the entrance can be formed between the trans-
fer roller 20 and the fixing device 31 and an increase in the
bending amount (M) can be suppressed.

Third Modification

For example, as in a third modification shown in FIG. 9, the
fixing speed may be switched while the leading end of the
sheet P is passing through the nip 53. The registration roller
pair 24, the photoconductive drum 14, and the transfer roller
20 are driven at the fixed process conveyance speed VO as
indicated by the solid line a.. On the other hand, the sheet
conveyance speed of the fixing device 31 is varied as indi-
cated by a dotted line y.
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The DC brushless motor 66 starts driving for reducing the
speed of the heat roller 52 at time (t12) later than time (12)
indicated by the solid line R and before the leading end of the
sheet P reaches the nip entrance A of the fixing device 31. The
speed ofthe heatroller 52 gradually decreases and reaches the
speed V1 at time (t13) after time (t3) when the leading end of
the sheet P reaches the nip entrance A of the fixing device 31.

The DC brushless motor 66 starts driving for increasing the
speed of the heat roller 52 at time (t14) when the leading end
of'the sheet P is passing through the nip 53. The speed of the
heat roller 52 gradually increases and returns to the speed V2
attime (t5) when the leading end of the sheet P passes through
the nip exit B of the fixing device 31.

In the third modification, between time (t3) and time (t5), a
bend is formed between the transfer roller 20 and the fixing
device 31. Between time (t13) and time (t14), the bending
amount (M) increases at a gradient corresponding to a speed
difference between the speed V1 of the fixing device 31 and
the process conveyance speed V0. As in the embodiment, the
shock caused in the sheet P when the sheet P enters the nip exit
B is absorbed by the bend and is not propagated to the position
of'the transfer roller 20. Therefore, it is possible to prevent the
sheet P from vibrating during transfer and obtain a satisfac-
tory transfer image. According to the third modification, time
for reducing the speed of the fixing device 31 to the speed V1
is short. Therefore, it is possible to prevent the bending
amount (M) between the transfer roller 20 and the fixing
device 31 from increasing and reduce the size of the MFP 10.

Fourth Modification

For example, as in a fourth modification shown in FIG. 10,
timing for switching the fixing speed may be adjusted to
timings when the leading end of the sheet P reaches the nip
entrance A and the nip exit B. In the fourth modification, the
registration roller pair 24, the photoconductive drum 14, and
the transfer roller 20 are driven at the fixed process convey-
ance speed VO as indicated by the solid line c.. On the other
hand, the sheet conveyance speed of the fixing device 31 is
varied as indicated by a dotted line d.

The DC brushless motor 66 starts driving for reducing the
speed of the heat roller 52 at time (t3) when the leading end of
the sheet P reaches the nip entrance A of the fixing device 31.
The speed of the heat roller 52 gradually decreases and
reaches the speed V1 at time (t22) when the leading end of the
sheet P is present in the nip 53.

The DC brushless motor 66 starts driving for increasing the
speed of the heat roller 52 at time (t5) when the leading end of
the sheet P reaches the nip exit B. The speed of the heat roller
52 gradually increases and returns to the speed V2 at time
(t23).

In the fourth modification, the fixing speed is switched at
time (t3) when the leading end of the sheet P reaches the nip
entrance A and time (t5) when the leading end of the sheet P
reaches the nip exit B. A bend between the transfer roller 20
and the fixing device 31 is formed between time (t3) and time
(123). Between time (t22) and time (t5), the bending amount
(M) increases at a gradient corresponding to the speed differ-
ence between the speed V1 of the fixing device 31 and the
process conveyance speed VO. As in the embodiment, the
shock caused in the sheet P when the sheet P enters the nip exit
B is absorbed by the bend and is not propagated to the position
of'the transfer roller 20. Therefore, it is possible to prevent the
sheet P from vibrating during transfer and obtain a satisfac-
tory transfer image. According to the fourth modification,
time for reducing the speed of the fixing device 31 to the speed
V1 and fixing the toner image is short. Therefore, it is possible
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to prevent the bending amount (M) between the transfer roller
20 and the fixing device 31 from increasing and reduce the
size of the MFP 10.

In the embodiment, timing for reducing the speed of the
DC brushless motor 66 by the motor control section 76a may
be either before or after the leading end of the sheet P enters
the nip entrance A. Timing for increasing the speed of'the DC
brushless motor 66 by the motor control section 76a may be
either before or after the leading end of the sheet P passes
through the nip exit B.

For example, in the case of continuous printing, if the speed
of the DC brushless motor 66 is reduced before the leading
end of the following sheet P enters the nip entrance A, the
trailing end of the preceding sheet P sometimes does not pass
through the nip exit B yet. If the fixing speed is varied while
the preceding sheet P is already passed to the paper discharge
roller 26, the reversal conveyance path 28, or the like down-
stream of the fixing device 31, control of the paper discharge
roller 26 or the like is complicated. Therefore, in the case of
the continuous printing, even if the leading end of the follow-
ing sheet P already enters the nip entrance A, it is desirable to
reduce the fixing speed of the following sheet P after the
trailing end of the preceding sheet P passes through the nip
exit B.

In the embodiment explained above, the control section
normally controls the fixing section at the second fixing
speed. However, the control by the control section is not
limited to this. For example, the control section may normally
control the fixing section at the first fixing speed and, only at
timing when the recording medium leaves the nip exit, control
the fixing section at the second speed higher than the first
fixing speed.

While certain embodiments have been described, these
embodiments have been presented by way of example only,
and are not intended to limit the scope of the inventions.
Indeed, the novel embodiments described herein may be
embodied in a variety of other forms; furthermore, various
omissions, substitutions and changes in the form of the
embodiments described herein may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit of the inventions. The accompanying
claims and their equivalents are intended to cover such forms
or modifications as would fall within the scope and spirit of
the inventions.

What is claimed is:

1. A fixing device comprising:

a fixing section including a fixing belt laid over a plurality
of supporting rollers and an endless rotating section that
forms a nip between the rotating section and the fixing
belt, the fixing section being configured to nip and carry
a recording medium in the nip; and

a control section configured to control the fixing section at
first fixing speed while a leading end of the recording
medium is passing at least a part of the nip and control
the fixing section to increase fixing speed higher than the
first fixing speed immediately after the leading end of
the recording medium passes through an exit of the nip.

2. The device according to claim 1, wherein the control
section controls the fixing section to set the first fixing speed
lower than a speed of the recording medium at an image
transfer portion.

3. The device according to claim 1, wherein the plurality of
supporting rollers include a pressurizing and supporting
roller configured to pressurize the fixing belt against the end-
less rotating section downstream of the nip.

4. The device according to claim 1, wherein, if the fixing
section continuously nips and carries recording media, the
control section controls the fixing section to reduce fixing
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speed of a following recording medium to the first fixing
speed after a preceding recording medium passes through the
nip.

5. The device according to claim 1, wherein the control
section switches the fixing section to the first fixing speed
while the leading end of the recording medium is passing
through the nip.

6. The device according to claim 1, wherein the control
section switches the fixing section to the first fixing speed
before the leading end of the recording medium enters the nip.

7. An image forming apparatus comprising:

an image forming section configured to form a toner image
on a transfer medium;

a transfer section configured to transfer the toner image
formed on the transfer medium onto a recording
medium; and

the fixing device according to any one of claims 1 to 6
configured to fix, on the recording medium, the toner
image transferred onto the recording medium by the
transfer section.
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